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Another	word	for	sea	life

Asked	to	think	of	beach-related	words	or	phrases,	most	people	throw	out	things	like	ocean,	saltwater,	palm	trees,	boardwalks,	seashells,	possibly	a	cocktail	or	two.	While	these	are	definitely	great	ways	to	describe	the	beach,	there	are	plenty	of	other	interesting	and	important	terms	that	all	beach	lovers	should	know.	We’ve	outlined	fourteen	of	these
terms	for	you	to	know	and	use	on	your	next	trip.	1.	Flotsam	When	shipwrecks	or	treasures	from	the	sea	drift	up	to	shore,	it’s	known	as	a	flotsam.	So,	when	you	find	a	boat	washed	up	suddenly	one	day	on	the	sand,	that’s	a	flotsam.	2.	Jetsam	Jetsam	is	the	opposite	of	floatsam.	This	is	when	things	are	intentionally	thrown	overboard	to	help	lighten	a
boat’s	load.	3.	High	Tide	True	to	its	name,	high	tide	is	when	the	tide	is	at	its	highest	point.	It	can	be	choppy	and	rough	but	it’s	also	often	the	best	time	to	go	sailing	and	fishing.	4.	Low	Tide	Low	tide	is	the	lowest	point	of	the	tide.	When	the	tide	draws	back	due	to	the	intense	gravity	of	the	moon,	it	shows	all	the	hidden	treasures	beneath	the	ocean	you
can	explore	for	a	bit,	like	tide	pools	and	sandbars.	5.	Sandbar	Also	known	as	a	shoal,	a	sandbar	is	a	large	ridge	of	sand	built	up	by	currents.	In	other	words,	it’s	basically	just	a	small	platform	of	sand	that	descends	into	the	middle	of	a	body	of	water.	At	low	tide	you	can	usually	walk	out	on	it.	6.	Beachcomber	Do	you	enjoy	walking	along	the	sand
searching	for	shells	or	other	signs	of	sea	life?	What	about	taking	metal	detectors	out	and	trying	to	find	buried	treasure	in	sand?	If	you	do,	you’re	a	beachcomber,	or	in	other	words,	someone	who	enjoys	scavenging	along	the	sand	looking	for	things.	7.	Whitecaps	If	you	look	out	at	the	ocean	you’ll	more	than	likely	see	faint	white	lines	everywhere.	This
isn’t	some	trick	of	the	sun,	but	rather	whitecaps.	These	outline	the	tips	of	small	ocean	waves	with	foam	which	adds	a	nice	contrast	to	its	blue	water.	8.	Seamark	Also	known	as	a	beacon,	seamarks	are	the	large	and	often	colorful	objects	you	see	floating	out	in	the	middle	of	sea.	They’re	designed	to	help	boaters	navigate	the	sea	better	by	avoiding	things
like	dangerous	currents	and	low	water	levels.	9.	Lagoon	While	it	has	a	rather	comical	sounding	name,	a	lagoon	is	actually	a	quiet	body	of	saltwater	that’s	separated	from	a	larger	body	of	water	by	a	sandbar.	These	hidden	spots	often	have	beautiful	shades	of	blue	water	and	mysterious	sea	life	which	makes	them	a	beach	lover’s	dream	to	find.	10.	Ebb
Tide	Ebb	tide	is	the	period	between	a	high	and	low	tide.	It’s	a	peaceful	time	where	you	can	walk	along	the	sand	by	the	edge	of	the	ocean	without	fear	of	the	tide	suddenly	rushing	up	on	you.	11.	Sand	Dune	If	you	do	a	lot	of	beach	hiking	or	enjoy	lounging	in	uninhabited	beach	settings,	you’ve	probably	come	across	sand	dunes.	These	are	towering	piles
of	sand	created	by	the	force	of	the	wind.	They	provide	natural	protection	and	a	beautiful	rugged	look	to	the	surrounding	landscape.	12.	Breakwater	A	breakwater	is	long	barrier	that	helps	to	protect	the	shore	from	massive	waves.	It’s	also	similar	to	a	jetty,	which	is	a	long	line	of	boulders	that	extend	out	into	the	water	to	prevent	the	shore	from	ocean
destruction.	These	also	can	help	boats	out	in	the	water	see	where	the	shore	is	better	and	can	act	as	a	pier	for	them.	13.	Undertow	Undertow	is	just	another	name	for	a	rip	current	and	can	be	one	of	the	most	dangerous	parts	of	the	ocean.	These	swirling	masses	of	water	spiral	down	into	the	sea	and	can	be	a	deadly	trap	for	swimmers	who	don’t	realize
they	are	caught	in	one.	14.	Thalassophile	If	you’re	reading	this,	you’re	probably	an	ocean	lover.	Or	in	other	words,	you’re	a	thalassophile,	someone	who	loves	the	ocean.	As	a	thalassophile,	you	can	use	these	words	to	help	you	better	connect	to	the	beach	and	enjoy	the	beauty	it	has	to	offer	even	more.	BEach	Happy	and	Knowledgeable!	Discover	more
about	beaches,	beach	living	and	the	beach	lifestyle	that	30A.com	features	every	day.	Facebook	and	Instagram	are	great	places	to	start.	Friendly,	vicious,	adorable,	cute,	fuzzy,	smelly,	obedient,	loyal,	protective,	smart,	ferocious,	muscular,	quiet,	long,	lean,	Well	chiseled,	short,	strong,	massive,	square,	clean,	lively,	high-spirited,	shaggy,	smooth,	wiry,
intelligent,	obedient,	knowledgeable,	exhuberant,	playful,	splendid,	faithful.	Whether	you	are	interested	in	exploring	more	about	the	sea	or	looking	for	ocean	words	to	use	as	a	vocabulary	for	your	class,	having	a	comprehensive	list	of	ocean	words	can	be	handy.	Dive	into	the	deep	depths	of	the	ocean	through	some	unique	and	interesting	ocean
vocabulary	covering	beaches,	creatures,	seas,	plants,	and	more.	Ocean	waves	breaking	on	beach	The	oceans	and	seas	are	vast.	They	are	full	of	wonders	that	we	are	still	discovering.	In	fact,	the	National	Ocean	Service	points	out	that	more	than	80%	of	the	ocean	is	unknown.	Could	you	imagine	those	crazy	wonders	hiding	in	the	deep	depths?	Well,	there
are	a	few	areas	that	are	known.	Dive	into	a	list	of	common	sea	and	ocean	words!	buoy	-	floating	object	in	the	sea	to	serve	as	a	warning	or	guidebrine	-	salty	watercurrent	-	directed	movement	of	sea	waterdead	zone	-	spots	in	the	ocean	with	low	oxygen	and	lack	of	sea	lifedeep	blue	sea	-	description	of	sea	waterdeepwater	-	water	of	great	depthestuary	-
spot	where	the	river	meets	the	seahurricane	-	tropical	cyclone	that	forms	over	the	Atlantic	Ocean	or	the	Caribbeaninlet	-	thin	area	of	water	coming	from	a	larger	bodyisle	-	islandloch	-	arm	of	the	seanautical	-	relating	to	ships	or	the	seaocean	floor	-	the	bottom	of	the	seaocean	water	-	water	in	the	seaopen	sea	-	sea	that	is	away	from	landsaltwater	-
brackish	water	with	high	salt	contentsalty	-	having	high	saline	contentseacoast	-	land	that	touches	the	seaseaway	-	ocean	travel	routeseven	seas	-	all	the	oceans	of	the	worldsurface	water	-	top	layer	of	the	oceantide	pool	-	pool	revealed	in	rocks	when	the	tide	goes	outtsunami	-	tidal	wave	When	it	comes	to	the	vegetation	filling	our	waters,	it	is	unique	to
say	the	least.	One	of	the	heroes	of	the	deep	sea	is	plankton,	which	is	made	up	of	tiny	plants	and	animals	floating	with	the	sea.	These	microscopic	wonders	set	up	the	base	for	the	marine	ecosystem.	While	there	are	different	species	out	there,	plankton	typically	fall	into	two	different	types:	zooplankton	(animals)	and	phytoplankton	(plants).	Beyond	just
the	food	chain	superstars,	you	also	have	wonders	like	the	Great	Barrier	Reef.	Splash	around	a	few	other	plants	of	the	ocean	words	like:	algae	-	aquatic	plants	including	seaweedbacteria	-	single-celled	organismsgulfweed	-	brown	seaweed	also	known	as	sargassumkelp	-	large	type	of	brown	seaweed	with	long	stripsred	algae	-	a	red	type	of
seaweedseagrass	-	underwater	flowering	plants	It's	time	to	swim	down	in	the	depths	now	by	looking	at	sea	creature	words.	Not	only	do	you	have	the	unicorn	of	the	sea	in	a	narwhal	but	unique	array	of	all	different	kinds	of	fish.	There	are	even	those	really	creepy	creatures	that	only	in	the	darkest	depths	like	the	anglerfish	with	its	glowing	lure.	Wade	in
with	some	other	fun	ocean	creature	words	in	this	list.	abalone	-	mollusk	found	in	warm	seasbarracuda	-	predatory	tropical	saltwater	fishbarnacle	-	a	crustacean	that	attaches	to	structures	such	as	boat	hulls,	rocks,	and	docksblowfish	-	fish	that	can	inflate	its	bodyclownfish	-	brightly	colored,	striped	tropical	fishcoral	-	tiny	marine	animals	with	hard
exoskeletonscoral	reef	-	a	large	grouping	of	coral,	typically	occurring	in	warmer	seas	and	teeming	with	sea	lifecrab	-	crustacean	with	five	sets	of	legs	that	include	one	set	of	pincersdolphin	-	sociable	sea	mammal	that	is	a	small	whaleelephant	seal	-	large	breed	of	marine	mammalflying	fish	-	tropical	fish	with	large,	winglike	fins	that	appears	to	fly	over
the	top	of	the	water	when	it	jumps	outgiant	squid	-	deepwater	fish	that	can	grow	to	an	extremely	large	sizejellyfish	-	a	gelatinous	clear-colored	aquatic	invertebrate	with	stinging	tentacleslobster	-	large,	cylinder-shaped	marine	crustacean	with	five	sets	of	legs	including	one	set	of	pincersmanatee	-	large,	plant-eating,	aquatic	mammalmollusk	-
invertebrate,	often	with	a	shelloctopus	-	cephalopod	mollusk	with	eight	legsotter	-	semi-aquatic	mammal	related	to	the	weaseloyster	-	shelled	bivalve	mollusk	with	a	rough	shellsea	turtle	-	ocean	reptile	with	a	leathery	shellsea	anemone	-	aquatic	invertebrate	with	a	column	shaped	body	and	tentaclessea	urchin	-	spiny	sea	creaturesseagull	-	commonly
used	name	for	gullsseahorse	-	marine	fish	that	swims	uprightshark	-	predatory	saltwater	fishshrimp	-	small	marine	crustaceansponge	-	marine	cellular	organisms	with	porous	bodiesstingray	-	flat	cartilaginous	fishwalrus	-	large	sea	mammal	with	tuskswhale	-	large	marine	mammal	When	you	talk	about	oceans,	here’s	where	it	gets	a	little	tricky.	There	is
actually	only	one	global	ocean.	However,	there	are	five	basins,	which	you	call	the	oceans.	These	are	Arctic,	Atlantic,	Indian,	Pacific,	and	Southern	oceans.	While	you	might	think	there	are	only	seven	seas,	there	are	a	lot	more.	There	are	actually	more	than	50	seas	in	the	world.	Some	of	the	seas	you	might	find	include:	Andaman	Sea	-	near	Myanmar	and
ThailandArabian	Sea	-	in	the	Indian	Ocean	near	Iran	and	PakistanBarents	Sea	-	in	the	Arctic	Ocean	off	the	coasts	of	Norway	and	RussiaBeaufort	Sea	-	in	the	Arctic	Ocean	off	the	coasts	of	Northwest	Territories,	Alaska,	and	YukonBering	Sea	-	in	the	Pacific	Ocean	dividing	The	Americas	and	EurasiaCaribbean	Sea	-	in	the	Atlantic	Ocean	in	the	Western
Hemisphere's	tropicsChukchi	Sea	-	in	the	Arctic	Ocean	near	the	Beaufort	SeaCoral	Sea	-	South	Pacific	sea	off	the	northeast	coast	of	AustraliaIonian	Sea	-	in	the	Mediterranean	near	Southern	Italy,	Greece,	and	the	Adriatic	SeaIrish	Sea	-	sea	separating	Ireland	from	Great	BritainJava	Sea	-	sea	near	Borneo	and	JavaKara	Sea	-	Arctic	sea	located	north	of
SiberiaLaptev	Sea	-	Arctic	sea	off	the	northern	coast	of	SiberiaMediterranean	Sea	-	Atlantic	sea	almost	completely	surrounded	by	the	Mediterranean	BasinNorwegian	Sea	-	Arctic	sea	northwest	of	NorwayPersian	Gulf	-	Mediterranean	sea	off	the	coast	of	the	Arabian	PeninsulaPhilippine	Sea	-	sea	off	the	east	coast	of	the	PhilippinesSalton	Sea	-	saline
lake	in	California	along	the	San	Andreas	FaultSea	of	Okhotsk	-	Pacific	sea	near	Kamchatka	and	the	Kuril	IslandsSouth	China	Sea	-	Pacific	sea	off	the	southeastern	coast	of	ChinaSulu	Sea	-	sea	off	the	southwestern	coast	of	the	PhilippinesTasman	Sea	-	South	Pacific	sea	between	New	Zealand	and	AustraliaWeddell	Sea	-	sea	in	the	Southern	Ocean	near
the	Antarctic	PeninsulaYellow	Sea	-	Western	Pacific	sea	near	China	and	the	Korean	Peninsula	While	an	ocean	is	made	up	of	water,	it	connects	with	a	land	mass	eventually.	It	might	connect	with	small	land	masses	to	create	a	series	of	islands	like	the	Pacific	Islands.	Or,	it	might	connect	with	one	of	the	seven	continents.	Where	the	ocean	meets	land,	you
have	a	beach.	Not	only	are	those	beaches	filled	with	creatures,	but	you	can	find	other	fun	ocean	landforms	and	words,	such	as:cliff	-	rock	facecoast	-	the	edge	of	a	land	mass	where	it	meets	the	seacoastal	-	along	the	coast	or	near	the	coastcoastline	-	the	outline	of	a	coastcontinental	shelf	-	shallow	seabed	near	a	land	massdriftwood	-	wood	that	floats	in
the	ocean	or	has	been	washed	ashoreebb	tide	-	period	between	high	tide	and	low	tide	when	water	flows	away	from	the	shoreforeshore	-	shore	closest	to	the	waterhigh	tide	-	when	the	tide	has	come	the	farthest	in	it	will	comeinland	-	areas	of	land	away	from	the	coastinshore	-	in	towards	the	shorelow	tide	-	when	the	tide	is	the	farthest	out	it	will
goonshore	-	on	landPacific	Islands	-	islands	in	the	Pacific	Ocean	including	Polynesia,	Micronesia,	and	Melanesiaseashell	-	any	shell	found	on	the	beachsea	spray	-	aerosol	particles	of	sea	water,	mostly	from	the	movement	of	wavesshore	-	the	coastshoreline	-	line	where	the	sea	meets	the	landtidal	wave	-	large,	irregular	wavewave	-	rolling	motion	in	the
surface	of	water	Since	you	can’t	walk	on	water,	you	have	to	navigate	the	ocean	somehow.	Thankfully,	there	are	all	kinds	of	fun	ocean	vehicles	you	can	come	across.	Just	a	few	of	the	boats	or	ships	you	might	encounter	in	an	ocean	include:	barge	-	large,	flat	boat	used	for	carrying	freightcontainer	ship	-	ship	carrying	cargo	stored	in	containerscruise	ship
-	large	ship	carrying	travel	passengers;	a	floating	hotelfishing	boats	-	crafts	used	in	fishingsailboats	-	watercraft	propelled	by	sailssubmarine	-	boat	that	submerges	and	travels	fully	underwatertanker	-	ship	that	carries	liquid	cargo	in	bulk	tankstrawler	-	boat	used	for	trawling	(net	fishing)yacht	-	large	pleasure	watercraft	The	ocean	is	full	of	unique	and
interesting	things,	from	the	saltwater	itself	to	the	creatures	found	above	and	below	the	surface.	Considering	much	of	the	ocean	is	undiscovered,	it	kind	of	makes	you	want	to	dive	right	in	and	explore	it.	Thankfully,	you	can.	Right	from	the	comfort	of	your	own	home	through	ocean	and	sea	examples.	Certified	Teacher
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